
47,000 + 35
CITIZENS INTERVIEWED COUNTRIES SURVEYED
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AFRICA 2019
This is the largest, most detailed survey of citizen views on corruption and experiences with 
bribery in Africa. The previous edition was released in 2015.

With more than 47,000 citizens surveyed in 35 
countries, the Global Corruption Barometer – Africa 
was conducted in partnership with Afrobarometer 
in 34 countries. An additional survey was conducted 
by Omega Research in the DRC. Fieldwork took 
place from September 2016 to September 2018. 
 
transparency.org/GCB10/africa

CORRUPTION ON THE RISE

CORRUPTION BY INSTITUTION*

BRIBERY AND CORRUPTION

BRIBERY RATES BY COUNTRY*

BRIBERY RATES BY SERVICE*

...WHO IS PAYING BRIBES?

55%

59%

23%

34%

16%

OF PEOPLE THINK 
CORRUPTION INCREASED 
IN THE PREVIOUS 12 
MONTHS 

THINK THEIR GOVERNMENT IS 
DOING A BAD JOB IN TACKLING 
CORRUPTION

MORE THAN 1 IN 4 PEOPLE WHO 
USED A PUBLIC SERVICE IN THE 
LAST 12 MONTHS HAD TO PAY A 
BRIBE.

THIS IS EQUIVALENT TO 
APPROXIMATELY 
130 MILLION PEOPLE.

THINK CORRUPTION 
DECREASED

THINK THEIR GOVERNMENT IS 
DOING WELL

THINK CORRUPTION 
STAYED THE SAME

* Percentage of people who think most or all people in the following institutions are corrupt. 

* Percentage of public service users who paid a bribe in the previous 12 months.

* Percentage of people who used these services and paid a bribe in the previous 12 months.

HIGHEST

LOWEST

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF 
CONGO

MAURITIUS

LIBERIA

BOTSWANA

SIERRA LEONE

CABO VERDE
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Of public service users...

MEN

POOR

YOUNG

WOMEN

RICH

OLD

32%

36%

32%

25%

19%

18%

Men are slightly more likely to pay a bribe than women.

Africans who pay bribes for basic services are twice as likely to be the 
poorest than the richest.

Young people aged 18-34 are more likely to pay a bribe than older 
people aged 55 and over.

This is especially true for citizens in Eswatini, Gabon, Kenya, Malawi, Nigeria, São Tomé 
and Príncipe, Togo and Uganda. 

Looking beyond the survey results, foreign bribery and money laundering play a major 
role in facilitating corruption across Africa. Many countries that export large volumes 
of goods and services are failing to investigate and punish companies that pay bribes 
overseas, including in African countries.

Tackling corruption in Africa requires a holistic, systemic approach, including 
measures taken outside of Africa. 

A sample of countries with companies implicated in foreign bribery in Africa 
(source: Exporting Corruption, 2018)

This is especially true for citizens in Eswatini, Gambia, and Lesotho. 

TAKING ACTION

2/3

53%

FEAR RETALIATION IF THEY 
REPORT CORRUPTION 

ARE HOPEFUL, BELIEVING THAT 
ORDINARY PEOPLE CAN MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE IN THE FIGHT 
AGAINST CORRUPTION
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GOVERNMENT ACTION

RECOMMENDATIONS

AFRICA

INTERNATIONAL

Enable media and 
civil society to hold 
governments 
accountable.

Implement anti-money 
laundering standards 
to prevent the proceeds 
of corruption in Africa 
being laundered in their 
economies.

Collect citizen complaints 
and strengthen 
whistleblower 
protections. 

Investigate, prosecute 
and sanction all reported 
cases of corruption, with 
no exception.

Enforce international 
bribery laws, like the 
OECD Convention on 
Combatting Bribery of 
Foreign Officials. 

Ratify, implement 
and report on the AU 
Convention to Prevent 
and Combat Corruption 
(AUCPCC). 

Establish public 
registers, in open data 
format, with information 
on the actual owners of 
private companies and 
trusts.

Adopt open contracting 
practices, which make 
data clearer and easier to 
analyse.

Develop minimum 
standards and guidelines 
for ethical procurement. 

LAWS

LAWS

IMPUNITY

SHELL 
COMPANIES

MEDIA

MONEY 
LAUNDERING

CITIZEN 
COMPLAINTS

OPEN 
CONTRACTING

PROCUREMENT

Governments should:

Governments of major economies, including G20 and OECD, and offshore financial 
centers should:

Business leaders should 
implement international 
anti-corruption and 
anti-money laundering 
standards.
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